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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON SENIOR SHOT-PUTTER CHOSEN
TO CARRY TORCH FOR THE 2002 OLYMPIC GAMES
DAYTON, Ohio- To her teammates, University of Dayton shot-putter Jodi Borges is
revered for her brute strength. To her roommate, Borges is adored for another kind of
"unbelievable strength."
Because Kendra Leugers put that feeling to words, Borges will help transport the
Olympic torch when it comes to town on January 3.
"Jodi has always inspired those around her, especially me," says Leugers, 21, Borges'
best friend since the Minster, Ohio, natives were in second grade. "She's always there for her
family and friends, even when she's been the one who's needed the support."
Aside from Borges, fellow UD student Christina Bayley and 24 other Dayton-area
residents were selected as torchbearers.
Torchbearers were nominated by family members, friends and colleagues who wrote
essays explaining how the nominee has personified the Olympic spirit and been a source of
inspiration to others.
The senior health and sport science major was told of her selection through an e-mail by
the Salt Lake City 2002 Olympic committee.
"At first I didn't believe it. But it sounded official, and that's when I started freaking
out! I was thinking, 'This is really awesome!'" the 21-·year•·old Borges recalls. "I've always
wanted to compete in the Olympics- this is the next best thing."
Borges, a shot-putter on the varsity track team, has thrown the nearly nine-pound metal
ball since seventh grade. She threw it far enough in high school to earn a full scholarship to UD.
Last year she missed a chance to compete for a spot on the U.S. Olympic team after her toss
fell three inches shy of the qualifying distance.
"Not getting a chance to compete for a spot on the Olympic team was tough," Borges
says. "But that's how it goes. You get over it."
Borges had another sport-related setback in 2000 when back surgery to repair a
herniated disc ended her junior track season. Then there have been those "injuries" no
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orthopedic surgeon could have mended: the death of her mother at the age of 48 to a stroke,
when Jodi was a junior in high school, and the loss of a sister-in-law to a car accident in January
2000.
"Jodi's had a lot of heartache in her life, a lot of pain and disappointment," says
Leugers, a senior majoring in early childhood education. "But she has unbelievable strength to
get through it all. She's been a role model for the rest of us."
The torch relay begins Dec. 4 in Atlanta and will reach Salt Lake City, site of the 2002
Olympic winter games, on Feb. 8, having traveled about 13,500 miles. When it comes through
Dayton on Jan. 3, Borges will have a gallery of fans lining the route to offer support.
When asked how many friends and family she expects, Borges pauses and replies, "I
don't know exactly. There'll be a lot, though. They're coming by buses, if that gives you an
idea."
Aside from memories and family photos, torchbearers can collect another keepsake of
their once-in-a-lifetime experience - the torch itself, which can be bought for $400. Borges has
"tried to guilt" her friend into purchasing it for her, says her roommate.
"Jodi said, 'You owe me 400 bucks so I can buy my torch, since you got me into this
mess,"' recalls Leugers, laughing. "'We'll see,' I told her."
Typical banter between childhood friends, one of whom adores the other enough to
nominate her to carry the Olympic torch.
-30For media interviews, contact Jodi Borges and Kendra Leugers at (937) 627-8173.
Borges can be reached via e-mail at borgesjm@flyemet.udayton.edu and Leugers at
leugerkj@flyemet.udayton.edu.

